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SUBJECT: RUSSIAN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS - SITREP 7,
FINAL (3:002M, MARCH 27, MOSCOW TIME)
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1, (SEU) THE CENTRAL ELECTICN COMMISSION (CEC)
CONFIEMED AT 2:202M (MOSCOW) , PRESS REPORTS THAT
VLADIMIR PUTIN PASSED THE 50 PERCENT HURDLE IN THE
TABULATION OF VOTES FOR PRESIDENT AT APPRONIMATELY
l:45aM, WHEN 4€ PERCENT OF THE VOTE HAD BEEN COUNTED.
WITH MOERE THAN 50 PERCENT OF THE VOTE NOW COUNTED, AND
WITH VOTE TOTALS STILL COMING IN FROM AREAS WHEEE
PUTIN IS STRONG, IT APPEARS MORE AND MORE LIKELY THAT
PUTIN WILL REMAIN ABOVE 50 PERCENT AND WIN THIS
ELECTION ON THE FIRST BALLOT.
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2. (SBU) THE CEC'S REPORTED 2:00AM TALLIES GIVE PUTIN 50.01

PERCENT, ZYUGANOCV 30.77 PERCENT, YAVLINSKIY 5.58
PERCENT, TULEYEV 4.15% PERCENT, AND ZHIRINOVSKIY 2.99
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PERCENT. CONTRARY TO SOME EXPECTATIONS, THE FIGURES
INDICATE THAT ZYUGANOV REMATINS STRONGER THAN EXPECTED
AND WILL CONTINUE TO BE A FORCE FOR PUTIN TO DEAL WITH
- PERHAPS A DEVELOPMENT THE KREMLIN WOULD WELCOME
SINCE IT MAY MINIMIZE THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE KERF
MIGHT DUMP ZYUGANOV AS KPRF LEADER. YAVLINSKIY, ON
THE OTHER HAND, PERFORMED MORE POORLY THAN MANY
EXPECTED, AND TULEYEV BETTER THAN MOST EXPECTED.
ZHIRINOVSKIY APPEARS TO HAVE PERFORMED ABOUT AS
EXPECTED AND HOPED.

3. (SBU) FINAL PRELIMINARY RESULTS FROM THE CEC

SHOULD COME MID-DAY, MARCH 27. THE CEC IS SCHEDULED

TO REPORT ON WHAT IT EXPECTS WILL BE 20 PERCENT OF THE

VOTE TALLY BY 10:00aM. IT IS NOT KEMOWN WHETHER OR NOT

PUTIN IS PREPARED TO MAKE A STATEMENT IN THE EVENT THE

CEC IS AELE TO ANNOUNCE HIS VICTORY. AFTER THE CEC
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ANNOUNCES ITS PRELIMINARY RESULTS, FORMAT, VOTE TALLIES
WILL BEGIN, AND ARE EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED AND
ANNOUNCED BY APRIL 4. THE CEC INTENDS TO PUBLISH THE
FINAL RESULTS ON APRIL 5. THE LAW REQUIEES THE
PEESIDENT TC TAKE OFFICE ON THE THIRTIETH DAY AFTER
RESULTS ARE PUBLISHED. CEC CHAIRMAN VESHNYAKOV HAS
SPECULATED PUELICLY THAT MAY 5 IS A POSSIELE
INAUGURATION DATE, BUT THAT IT MAY BE MOVED BY TWO OR
THREE DAYS (OR PERHAFPS MORE IF "TECHNICAL" OR OTHER
PROELEMS PREVENT OFFICIAL RESULTS FROM BE CCOMPLETED AS
SCHEDULED) . IF PUTIN DCES NOT MAKE THE 50 PERCENT
CUT, RUNOFF WILL TAKE PLACE ON APRIL 16.
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