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1. (SBU' THE CENTRAT ELECTTON COMMTSSION (CEC)
CONFIRMED AT 2z2O}!i{ (MOSCOW), PRESS REPORTS THAT
\II,ADIMIR PIITIN PASSED THE 50 PERCENT IIURDTB IN THE
TABULATION OF VOTES FOR PRESIDENT AT APPROXIMATELY
1:45Alvt, }IHEN 46 PERCENT OF THE VOTE HAD BEBN COUNTED.
WITH MORE TIIAII 50 PERCSNT OF THE VOTE NOW COUNTED, Al{D
WITH VOjfE TOTALS STITL COMTNG IN FROM ARE,AS WHERB
PUrrN IS STRONG, IT APPAARS MORE AI.ID MORE TIKELY THAT
PUTTN WILt REIdAIN ABO\IE 50 PERCENT A}TD WIN THIS
ELEqIION ON THE FIRST BAILOT.

2. (SBU) THE CEC'S REPORTED 2:00AI'I TAILIBS cM PUTIN 50.01
PARCENT, ZYUGAI{OV 30.?? PERqENT, yAWrNSKry 5.58
PERCENT, TTJLEEV 4.19 PERCENT, AIID ZHIRINOVSKIY 2.gg
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PERCENT: CONTRARY TO SOME E)<PECTATIONS, THE FIGURES
INDICATE TIIAT ZN'GA}IOV REMAINS STRONGER TIIAN EXPEqTBD
AND WTLL CONTINUE TO BE A FORCE FOR PUTIN TO DE,AL WITH. PArulAPS A DE|VEIOPMENT THE KREMLIN WOT'LD }TELCOME
SINCE IT I.dAY MINIMIZE THE POSSIBILITY THAT THB KPNT
MIGHT DT'MP ZTUGA}IOV AS KPRF LEADBR. YA\ILINSKIY, ON
THE OTHER HAIID, PERFORMED IORE pOORLy THAII }tAlty
EXPECTED, AND TUT,BYEV BETTER TI{A}I MOSr EXPBCTED.
ZHIRTNOVSKIY APPEARS TO HAVE PENTOruCD ABOUI AS
EXPBCTBD AIID HOPED.

3. (SBU) FINAI, PRELIMIN.ARY REST'LTS FROM TIIE CEC
sHouLD coME MID-DAY, }IARCH 27. THE CEC IS SCHEDTTLED
TO REPORT ON WHAT IT EXPBCTS WILL BE 90 PERCENT OF THE
VOTE TALLY BY 10: OOAM. IT IS NOT KNOWN !{HETHBR OR NoT
PTITIN IS PREPARED TO IIAICE A STATEMENT IN THE E\IENT THE
CEC IS ABI.E TO AI{NOT'NCE HIS VICTORY. AFItsR THE CEC
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ANNOITNCES ITS PRELIMINARY RESULTS, FORl,tAt VOTE TAIITES
WILL BEGIN, AND ARE EXPECTED TO BB COMPLETBD Al{D
A}INOUNCED BY APRIL 4. THE CEC INTEITDS TO PUBLISH THE
FINAT RESI'LTS ON APRIL 5. THE IAW RE9UIRES THE
PRESIDENT TO TAI(E OFFICE ON THE THIRTIETH DAY AI.IER
RESULTS ARE PUBLISHED. CEC CHAIR}IAI{ VESHNYAI(OV ITAS
SPBCUI,ATED PT'BLICLY TIIAT MAY 5 IS A POSSIBLE
INAUGITRATION DATE, BIII THAT IT t'tAy BB MO\'ED By TWO OR
THREE DAYS (OR PERIIAPS MORS IF ''TECHNICAT" OR OTHER
PROBI.BIIS PRB\ZENT OFFICI.AI. REST'LTS FROM BE COMPIATED AS
SCHEDUT.ED) . IF ptrrrN DOES NOT lAt(E THE 50 PERCENT
ctrT, RtNoFF WILL TATCE pr..LCE ON APRIL L6.
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